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Northern Vance High School Principal Presents Restart School Plans 
     The Vance County Board of Education at its regular monthly meeting gave its approval for 
Northern Vance High School to move forward in completing plans to apply as a restart school with the 
state. The board’s action came after a presentation by Northern Vance by Principal Andrew Markoch 
who provided details about the school’s restart plans. Markoch said the plans include establishing a 
ninth-grade academy for all freshmen, an arts academy, a career innovations academy and a digital 
technologies academy. He noted that all incoming freshmen will leave the ninth-grade academy at the 
end of their first year and go into at least one of the additional academies. It is possible that a student 
will be part of more than one academy based on their course selections. Within the academies, 
students will still have a choice of academic, honors or advanced placement courses. Markoch 
stressed a focus of the restart plans is to provide students with more choices and more of a voice in 
their educational opportunities. Another key will be increased flexibility in the school day scheduling 
and to have the school’s calendar align more closely to the calendar at Vance-Granville Community 
College, similar to the calendar now followed by the Vance County Early College High School. He 
added that the ninth-grade academy will provide students and their parents with more guidance and 
information as they start high school and should assist students in being more successful 
academically. “We want to provide our students with future proof programming to help them be 
successful beyond high school,” Markoch said. The restart school plans outlined by Markoch were 
developed with input from a team of staff members at Northern Vance, as well as parents and 
students.  
 

Custodians And Students Are Recognized For Their Outstanding Achievements 
     Board members recognized the achievements of custodians in two local schools for their efforts in 
keeping the facilities in outstanding condition. 
The custodial teams at L.B. Yancey Elementary 
School and Henderson Middle School were 
honored for their work in achieving high ratings 
in recent inspections. The L.B. Yancey team 
had a rating of 97.1 and the Henderson Middle 
team had a rating of 93.1 to be the top 
elementary and secondary schools, 
respectively, in their inspections. The board also 
recognized four students for their selection as 

recipients of the “Student Spotlight” recognition partnership between 
the school system, The Daily Dispatch and the Vance County Public 
School Foundation. Nancy Wykle, publisher of The Daily Dispatch, 
presented handsome framed certificates to four local students who 
have been selected for their substantial and positive contributions as 
representatives of their respective schools. The students honored 
were Lakaiyah Miller, a student at New Hope Elementary School; 
Isreal Terry, a student at STEM Early High School; Omar Saleh, a 

student at E.M. Rollins Elementary School; and Catherine Cruz-Ochoa, a student at Carver 



Elementary School. They each have been featured in a front-page article and color photo on the front 
page of the local newspaper, as well as two full-page, color advertisements in the newspaper 
recognizing their amazing contributions to their families, community, fellow students and educators in 
their schools. 
 

Board Gives Approval For Enhancement Area Class Size Waiver Request 
     Board members approved a recommendation to request permission from the state for an 
Enhancement Curricular Area Class Size Waiver in all enhancement areas in the school system for 
the 2017-2018 school year. The request affects classes of kindergarten through third-grade students 
taught by program enhancement teachers. These teachers include those who teach arts disciplines 
such as dance, music, theater, visual arts, physical education and health programs or world 
languages.      
 

Oxendine, Gooche Will Lead Board; Meeting Schedule Set For 2018 
     Darlynn Oxendine was elected by the board to serve as its new chairperson for 2018. Dorothy 
Gooche was elected to serve as the board’s vice chairperson. The board also approved its meeting 
schedule for the new year. The board will meet each month on the second Monday of the month, with 
the exception of November. The meeting for that month will be held on Monday, November 5, due to 
the Veteran’s Day holiday scheduled for the following Monday. 
 

Facility Use Waiver Request For Reduced Costs Gains Approval 
     The board approved a facility use waiver request to reduce the costs charged to the Junior 
Olympics volleyball teams using the gym at Southern Vance High School. The teams are using the 
gym each Sunday afternoon from late October through late March. With the approval of the waiver 
request, the charge for the facility use will now be $25 per hour, instead of the normal charge of $50 
per hour. 
 

Committee Recommendations Are Granted Board Approval 
     Building and Grounds Committee – The board approved the school system’s updated five-year 
capital improvement plan to be submitted to Vance County. The plan includes a total cost of $10.2 
million and covers the areas of technology, school safety/compliance, preventive 
maintenance/refurbishment and facility usage redesign. 
     Policy Committee – The board approved a recommendation to approve Policy 6420 and Policy 
6430, both dealing with support services, and to approve the 7000 Series and 8000 Series of board 
policies as part of its continuing updates for its polices. Approval also was given for legislative 
updates to policies and technical updates to policies. 
                        
Personnel Recommendations Receive Board Approval 
     The board approved employment for Stephanie Brown, fourth/fifth-grade teacher, Aycock; 
Jodaine Grant, EC teacher, Clarke; Kristy Crowder, EC teacher assistant, Clarke; Latasha Newell, 
first-grade teacher, L.B. Yancey; Kristoria Williams, math teacher, Eaton-Johnson; and Antoine 
Hargrove, English and language arts teacher, Henderson Middle. 
     Board members approved temporary employment for Carolyn Farmer and Carolyn Baskerville, 
both as tutors at Dabney Elementary School. 
     Retirement was approved for Nancy Paynter, bookkeeper at Zeb Vance Elementary School. 
     Resignations were approved for Stacey Ismail, fourth-grade teacher, New Hope; Lauren Reed, 
third-grade teacher, L.B. Yancey; Kristen Ciannamea, art teacher, Zeb Vance; Julia Hicks, music 
teacher, Zeb Vance; Octavia Nelson, EC teacher, Eaton-Johnson; Jennifer Eison, English teacher, 
Northern Vance; Jacqueline Fields, bus driver, Southern Vance; and Daniel Jordan, social worker, 
Southern Vance. 
     A total of 16 requests for leaves of absence also were approved. 



 

 Out-Of-County Student Transfer Request Reviewed By Board Members 
     One request for a student who lives in Wake County to attend Northern Vance School was 
approved by the board. 
 

Upcoming Board And Committee Meetings Are Scheduled 
     The next regularly scheduled meeting for the Vance County Board of Education will begin at 7 
p.m. on Monday, January 8, 2018, in the Administrative Services Center on Graham Avenue in 
Henderson. 
     Upcoming meeting dates for the board’s committees are as follows: 
     Building and Grounds – To be determined 
     Community and Business Relations – To be determined 
     Curriculum – To be determined 
     Finance – To be determined 
     Personnel – To be determined 
     Policy – To be determined 
 


